
West Seattle Branch Library Reopening  
2306 42nd Ave. S.W., Seattle, 98116 

Noon to 6 p.m. Saturday, April 3, 2004 
 
“A library is a place, a palace where the lofty spirits of all nations and generations 
meet.” – Samuel Niger (1883-1956) 
 

• When a library opens, the whole community celebrates. 
 

• I am delighted to see so many book-hungry residents here today to browse the 
shiny new books, use the computers, and enjoy this newly renovated building. 

 
• As Council president and chair of the Government Relations Committee, I 

understand how our public libraries enhance Seattle’s unique and exceptional 
quality of life. 

 
• Libraries are beloved fixtures in neighborhoods. They are where parents and 

caregivers take little ones to story times, where students gather to do 
homework and community councils hold meetings.  

 
• Today we are not just reopening a beautiful, historic building. We are 

providing important resources - professional Library staff members – who play 
a critical role in introducing and improving children’s literacy. Services to 
youth are paramount at The Seattle Public Library, which believes you are 
never too young to be a Library customer.  

 
• Libraries are in every neighborhood because it is important to provide this 

educational support right down the street where children live.  
  
• The Seattle Public Library holds a unique place in the life of this city. No other 

institution bridges the cultural, ethnic and economic differences among our 
community. 

 
• It is no wonder residents consistently rate our libraries among the city’s most 

popular and valued services. Last year, residents checked out 6 million items 
and had 1.3 million reference questions answered.   

 
• Through the 1998 voter-approved Library bond measure, coupled with 

generous private support, Seattle is making the essential building 
improvements to support the collections, programs and technology that 
continue to make The Seattle Public Library a powerful force in Seattle’s 
future. 


